
The current situation ••• 

Despite all of the efforts of World Aid 
Organisations, governments, educational 
institutions, service groups like Rotary, and 
caring individuals around the world over 1 
billion children and adults still lack basic 
literacy skills. Of these 113 million children 
do not have a school to attend and 500 
million women remain illiterate due to 
cultural and historical reasons. They live in 
camps, villages, towns and cities, overseas, 
in other states and in our own communities. 

These people have either been denied the 
opportunity to learn to read and or write, or 
our formal education systems have failed 
them. They are limited in the ways they can 
share their ideas and opinions and they will 
never be able to enjoy the beauty and power 
of their own languages, let alone the words 
of others. 

In today's world it is hard to imagine how 
this could be true and even harder to imagine 
the impact this disability must have upon 
these people's self-esteem and independence, 
their lives and their hopes for the future. 

Over the decades Rotarians, through the 
Rotary Foundation and their own clubs, have 
played a major role in trying to address this 
ever-increasing problem by building schools, 
training teachers, providing books and 
supplies to schools, tackling poverty and 
health issues and by promoting peace and 
understanding across the world. 

During Literacy Month 
what will your Club do? 

Will you ... 
Meet with local Principals and Child 
Care Workers to identify issues related 
to Literacy Education in your 
community. 

Meet with local Principals and Child 
Care Workers to discuss how you can 
help implement their Literacy 
Programs. 

Purchase new books and distribute 
them to all members of families 
affected by the recent bush-fires. 

Sponsor Literacy Parent Sessions at 
Community Health Centres, Schools 
and Kindergartens where parents can 
learn about how best to help their 
children. 

Purchase new books and donate them 
to local schools and kindergartens. 
Consider including books of the same 
genre ego reports, fantasy, folk tales for 
use in class writing programs. 

Welcome new babies into your 
communities by presenting them with 
a book for parents to enjoy with them. 

Provide funds for the specific purchase 
of literacy software programs for 
schools. 

Organise inter-school Debating 
Competitions 

Participate in school reading programs 
by regularly hearing children read, 
sharing books with them, helping out 
in school libraries etc. 

Promote the importance of learning to 
write by becoming a helper during 
Writing Sessions at a local school. 

Purchase and distribute Alphabet 
Charts to 4 year olds at local 
Kindergartens and Child Care Centres. 

Participate in a Donations in Kind 
Program that collects, sorts and 
distributes books and writing 
implements, where needed. 


